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relationship with durham academy 
The Hill Center is a financially autonomous affiliate of Durham Academy. The two schools have a unique, mutually beneficial partnership, sharing staff support, 
facilities, and professional exchanges. Through its relationship with Durham Academy, The Hill Center receives dual accreditation by the Southern Association  
of Colleges and Schools and the Southern Association of Independent Schools.

About this report
This Annual Report includes all donations received by The Hill Center between July 1, 2007 and June 30, 2008. Every attempt was made to ensure the accuracy  
of donor lists.If you have questions or believe there is an error, please contact the Development Office at 489-7464 x 731 or x 732. 

An audited financial statement prepared by Thomas, Judy & Tucker; P.A. of Raleigh, NC is available upon request.

Hill Center Annual Report

The Hill Center 2007-08  

Board of Directors

Robert E. Whalen II, Chair

Brad Brinegar, Vice Chair

George A. Arky

Mary Carey

Barbara Holland Chapman

Ed Costello, Headmaster, 		

	 Durham Academy

Nancy Farmer

Michael Giarla, Ex-Officio

Wendy Heavner Gressett

Sharon P. Maskel

	 Director, The Hill Center 

Sally Maslansky

James McLean

John Messick

Charles “Bucky” Oliver II

Mary Phillips

David Riddle

Marleah Rogers

Amy Russell

William Shore

Donald J. Stedman

A. Jackson Stenner IV

Kathy Strickland

Byron Thomas

Caroline Turner

Lifetime Directors

Charles S. Atwater

Thank you!

This year was one of great accomplishment at The Hill 
Center. We celebrated our 30th anniversary of transforming 
children with learning differences into confident, 
independent learners. Thanks to the generosity of many 
friends, we achieved record-breaking support for school 
operations and programs, in part because of a wildly 
successful benefit auction. We made significant progress in 
expanding our unique educational methodology to a wider 
audience. And we broke ground on a new teacher training 
facility that will help us reach other struggling learners 
across the region, the nation, and the globe. Thank you to 
all Hill Center donors and volunteers in 2007-08 for making 
these achievements possible.

Summary of Giving 2007-2008

Annual Fund 	 $180,138
(includes $70,153 from Auction)

Building and Technology Solutions 	 $1,535,030
Financial Aid Endowment Funds 	 $286,341
Outreach Solutions 	 $2,090,338
Research Solutions 	 $739,321
Teacher Scholarship Solutions 	 $560,140
Unrestricted Solutions 	 $217,692
Other Restricted Funds 	 $197,622

Total 	 $5,806,622

William C. Friday

Anne G. Hill

Robert A. Ingram

Outgoing Board Member

We thank the following for his 

service to Board of Directors:

Donald Stedman (2002-08)

Incoming Board Member

We welcome the following 

returning member to Board  

of Directors:

Allison Haltom McClay

Other Board Officers

Michele Sparrow, Treasurer of the 

	  Board and Hill Center Director 	

	 of Business and Finance

Charlotte Parks, Secretary of the  

	 Board and Chief Development 	

	 Officer

Other Development Staff

Betsy Emerson, Associate  

	 Director of Outreach 		

	 Development

Tim McKenna, Associate Director 	

	 of Marketing

Michelle Orvis, Associate 		

	 Director of Development
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We are grateful to the many 

friends who contributed a record 

$180,138 to the Annual Fund in 

2007-08. This achievement is 

testament to your generosity 

and is a significant endorsement 

of The Hill Center’s unique 

education programs. The Annual 

Fund helps assure Hill students’ 

success by providing important 

unrestricted support for general 

operations.

The George Watts Hill Society

($10,000 and above)

The Alice Busch Gronewaldt 		

	 Foundation, Inc.

C.M. Herndon Foundation

Jetcraft

Mr. and Mrs. Byron Thomas, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Whalen II

The William C. Friday Society

($5,000 – $9,999)

Anonymous

Mr. and Mrs. Karl Blackley

Mr. and Mrs. Brad Brinegar

Mr. Michael Giarla and Ms.  

	 Ellen Michelson

Dr. and Mrs. Roger Jeffs

Ms. Barbara Logue

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Oliver II

The Tower Society

($2,500 – $4,999)

Carey Family Fund of Triangle 	

	 Community Foundation

The Director’s Circle 

($1,500 – $2,499)

Anonymous

	 In honor of Bucky and  

	 Wendi Oliver

Ms. Marilyn Foote-Hudson and  

	 The Honorable Orlando 		

	 Hudson

GlaxoSmithKline

Annual  Fund    Honor Roll

George and Alice Horton Fund 	

	 of Triangle Community 		

	 Foundation

Dr. and Mrs. Burkett Huey

Mr. and Mrs. Lex Larson

Ms. Sally Maslansky

Ms. Allison Haltom and Dr. David 	

	 R. McClay

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Strickland

Visionaries

($750 – $1,499)

Mr. and Mrs. William Branson III

Mr. and Mrs. John Bratton Jr.

Ms. Caron Broyhill and Mr. 		

	 Stedman Stevens

Broyhill Family Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. James Cunningham

Mr. and Mrs. Monty Edge

Fidelity Investments Charitable 	

	 Gift Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Randall Gressett

Mrs. Edith Kelly

	 In honor of Thomas 		

	 Rasmussen and Stafford Kelly

Mr. and Mrs. James Lamont

Mr. Christopher Martin and Ms. 	

	 Nancy Bres Martin

McKinney

MetaMetrics, Inc.

Ms. Charlotte Parks

Quintiles Transnational 		

	 Corporation

Dr. and Mrs. Michael Russell

Mr. Oscar Schaedle and Ms. 		

	 Priscilla Scherer

Dr. and Mrs. Steven M. Scott

Dr. Andrew Short and Dr. Andrea  

	 Vizoso

Mr. and Mrs. Steven Sievers

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Simon

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Westmoreland

Dr. and Mrs. John Wiener

Advocates

($500 – $749)

Mr. and Mrs. Fredric Bobroff

Dr. and Mrs. Enrico Camporesi

Dr. and Mrs. John Christensen

Dr. Ralph Corey 

	 In honor of Joe Greenfield, M.D.

Ms. Betsy Emerson

Ms. Emily Oliver Few 

Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Gaglione

Dr. Michael Gillespie and 		

	 Dr. Nancy Henley

Peter Gilligan Ph.D. and M. Lynn 	

	 Smiley M.D.

Mr. and Mrs. Frederic Jenkins

Dr. and Mrs. Stephen Lang

Dr. Rajesh Malik and Dr. Navjeet 	

	 Sidhu-Malik

Merck & Co., Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. John Messick II

Mr. and Mrs. Wes Newman

Mr. and Mrs. L. Richardson  

	 Preyer Jr.

Dr. Claudia Prose

Mr. and Mrs. Hubert Royal II

Mr. and Mrs. Julian Sellars

Dr. and Mrs. Donald Stedman

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Stockton

Mr. and Mrs. Graham Turner

Dr. and Mrs. Michael Yarborough

Mr. and Mrs. Franklin Zirkle

Partners

($100 – $499)

Drs. Page and Nadia Anderson

Dr. Marcia Angle and Mr. Mark 	

	 Trustin

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Atwater Sr.

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Atwater

Ms. Kathleen Bartelmay

Dr. and Mrs. Carl Bean Jr.

Mr. Charles Beck and Mrs. Betty  

	 Thigpen-Beck

Ms. Kristin Bell

Mr. and Mrs. Billie Biggs Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Dion Blanchard

Mr. and Mrs. Stewart Bowers Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. John Bowman

Mr. and Mrs. William Braucher

Mr. and Mrs. David Brower

Drs. Mark and Gail Brown

Mr. and Mrs. Sam Bryan

	 In honor of Shauna Saunders

Mr. John Bryson and Dr. Patricia 	

	 Clark

Mr. and Mrs. John Bugg

Dr. James Byassee

Mr. Justin Carlson

Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Carver III

Ms. Lenore Champion

Drs. John and Barbara Chapman 

Mr. and Mrs. Dominic Chiantera

Conde Nast Portfolio
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Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Corey Jr.

	 In honor of Jan Lamb

Dr. Rebecca Cory ‘90

Dr. Peter Cowen and Dr. Roberta 	

	 Morales

Mr. and Mrs. David Crabtree

Mr. and Mrs. Louis Crittenden

Deerstream Learning Center

Dr. Emanuel Diliberto, Jr.

Ms. Janet Diliberto

Mr. and Mrs. John Dinyari

Drs. William and Claude Drobnes

Drs. John and Mary Dwyer

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Engbrocks

Mr. J. Kevin Erexson ‘91

Dr. and Mrs. Joseph Eron

Mr. and Mrs. Mike Fields

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Floyd

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Froelich Jr.

Mr. Richard Furr

Dr. and Mrs. George Futch Jr.

Mrs. Darrienne Gant

Dr. and Mrs. Robert Gilgor

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Goldberg

	 In memory of Edna Dail Young

Mr. and Mrs. Philip Goldstein

Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Groux

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Guild

Mr. and Mrs. Danny Gurley

Dr. and Mrs. L. Morgan Hale Jr.

	 In memory of L. M. “Binky” 		

	 Hale III

Ms. Myra Hall

	 In honor of Nicholas Bone ‘12

Harris Teeter

Mr. James Harrison and Dr. Lisa 	

	 Gangarosa

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Hazen

Mr. and Mrs. Alphus Herndon Jr.

High Point Christian Academy

Mrs. Anne Gibson Hill

	 In honor of Walker Davis

	 In memory of John Belk

Mr. and Mrs. I. Herbert Hoell, Jr.

Mrs. Alice Holt

Mike and Sara Gray Horne

Mr. and Ms. Craig Jackson

Ms. Wanda Johnson

Mr. and Mrs. Russell Kesler

Mr. and Mrs. R. David Kimball

Ms. Suzanne Koller

	 In honor of Libby Lang

Mr. Dan Krebill

Ms. Jan Lamb

	 In memory of Gilbert Speir

Ms. Lisa Lambert

	 In honor of Bryt Lambert ‘10

Diane and Eugene Linfors

Dr. David Loven

Mrs. Nancy Mangum

	 In honor of Julian Phelps ‘09

Dr. David Margolis and Ms.  

	 JoAnna Barnes

Mary Beth and Felix Markham

	 In honor of The Hill Center 		

	 Faculty and Staff

	 In memory of Edward 		

	 Walworth

Drs. Laurence and Sharon Maskel

	 In honor of The Hill Center 		

	 Faculty and Staff

Mr. and Mrs. John McAdams

Mr. and Mrs. James McLean

Ms. Cheryl Meliones

Dr. and Mrs. Carmelo Milano

Mrs. Margaret Miller

	 In honor of The Hill Center 		

	 Faculty and Staff

Dr. Steven Mills

	 In memory of Nancy Mills

Dr. and Mrs. Rafael Moreschi

Ms. Suzanne Morris

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Muir

Mrs. Jean Neville

Cissy and Norman Nichols

Mr. and Mrs. Donald North III

Dr. Elise Olsen

Ms. Kim O’Neil

Ms. Michelle Orvis

Pfizer Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. David Pierce Jr.

Mr. Greg Preston and Ms. JoAnn 	

	 Giannone

Mrs. Patricia Pruitt

Ms. Antoinette Qutami

	 In honor of Margaret Miller

Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Reily

Ms. Dawn Rohlik

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Roseman

	 In honor of Lyn Fair

Dr. and Ms. Robert Shepard

Ms. Anita Shore

	 In honor of The Hill Center 		

	 Lower School Teachers

Ms. Karen Siske

Ms. Nancy Sitterson

Dr. and Mrs. Carlos Sotolongo

Ms. Michele Sparrow

Mr. and Mrs. James Speir

	 In memory of Peyton 		

	 Strickland and Tim Whiting

Dr. Karl Suiter and Ms. Jennifer 	

	 Buzun

Dr. and Mrs. Timothy Taft

Mrs. Gaye Thompson

Mr. Gary Tiller and Dr. Maggie 	

	 Gradison

Dr. and Mrs. James Urbaniak

	 In honor of The Hill Center 		

	 Staff

Dr. and Ms. John Vandenberg

Verizon Foundation

Drs. Dain and Anissa Vine

Ms. Joyce Walworth

	 In honor of Ben and Katie 		

	 Flanagan

Mr. Ron Westlund and Ms. Katie 	

	 Gustafson

Mr. and Mrs. Tim Wildfire

Dr. and Mrs. D. Robert Williams

Mr. Bill Wilson and Ms. Carol Teal

Mr. and Mrs. John Winfield III ‘89

Mr. and Mrs. Shinichiro Yoshikai

Friends 

($1 – $99)

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Ahlfeld

Mr. Jeffrey Ait and Ms. Suzanne 	

	 Renfroe-Ait

Jeri and Harvey Altstadter

Ms. Nancy Arellano

Ms. Sarah Atwater ‘97

Mrs. Marjorie Baldwin

Mrs. Mary Bell

Ms. Barbara Bogle

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Bowen

Ms. Myrtle Bowman

Ms. Carlie Bowman

Mr. Bryan Brander

Mr. John Brinkhous

Dr. and Mrs. Charles Byrd

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Caldwell

Mary Jo and Culley Carson

Ms. Margo Chalifour

Annual  Fund    Honor Roll Cont inued
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Ms. Bonnie Cheek

Mr. and Mrs. David Criswell

Dr. and Mrs. Edward Davidian Sr.

Mr. and Mrs. Rene De La Varre

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Denton Jr.

Mr. and Ms. Jacques Dufour

Mr. and Mrs. William Eastman

Mr. and Mrs. James Erexson Jr.

Ms. Lyn Fair

Dr. and Mrs. Oleg Favorov

Mr. Craig Frazier

Mr. and Mrs. James Freeland

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Froeber

Mr. and Mrs. George Futch Sr.

Mr. and Mrs. Norm Gilbert

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Goldberg

Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Goodwin

Mr. and Mrs. David Goss

Mrs. Charles Griswold

	 In honor of Charles Griswold ‘07

Ms. Charlotte Grove

	 In memory of Howard Nutter

Mr. Wilbur Gulley and Ms. 		

	 Charlotte Nelson

Dr. and Mrs. Marvin L. Hage

Ms. Marcia Haney

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Heard

Ms. Glynis Hill-Chandler

Ms. Pam Hoggard

Dr. and Mrs. Daniel Hooker

Mr. and Mrs. James Horner

Ms. Sandy Iannazzone

Ms. Zoe Ingalls

Ms. Sara Keyser

Ms. Kathy Klein

Ms. Lisa Labate

Mrs. Everett A. Land, Jr.

Ms. Libby Lang ‘89

Mr. William Larson ‘02

Ms. Sherri Laupert

Mr. and Mrs. Jon Livers

Ms. Janice Long

Ms Molly Maskel

Mr. Tim McKenna

Mr. and Mrs. Reid Miller

Mrs. Felisa Morgan

Ms. Susanne Newman

Mrs. Meg Nyborg

Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Orlowski

Mr. Gregory Rakauskas and Ms.  

	 Joanne Belanger

Mrs. Luna Ransbotham

	 In honor of Renae and Adam 	

	 Richardson

Mrs. Millie Tanner Rayburn

Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Riggs

Mr. and Mrs. Steed Rollins

Ms. Susan Roth

Mrs. Shauna Saunders

	 In honor of Margaret Miller

Mr. John Short ‘04

Mr. and Mrs. James Shuler

Ms. Brennetta Simpson

Ms. Nancy Smith

Ms. Patsy Smith

	 In honor of Jan Lamb

Mr. Matthew Steinmetz ‘94

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Stephens

Mr. and Ms. John Streck

	 In honor of Jan Lamb, 		

	 Margaret Miller, Wendy Speir

Dr. Harriett Stubbs

Mr. and Mrs. James Tanner Jr.

Target

Dr. Charles Thompson Jr. and 		

	 Ms. Hope Shand

Mrs. Jennifer Thompson

Dr. R. Larry Todd and Dr. Karin 	

	 Yoch

Mr. John Vick and Dr. Laura Vick

	 In honor of Brian Vick ’92 and 	

	 Stephen Vick ‘97

Mr. and Mrs. C. Ray Walker

Ms. Amanda Webb

Dr. Brad Weiss and Ms. Julie 		

	 Corsaro

Dr. and Mrs. William Wharton

Ms. Pat Wheeler

	 In honor of Lyn and Jeff Fair & 	

	 family

Ms. Terry Winfield

Ms. Margarette Works

	 In honor of Luke Works, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Zimmerman

In-Kind Gifts

Carlie Bowman

Mary Moore McLean 		

	 Photography

Corporations and Foundations

The Alice Busch Gronewaldt 		

	 Foundation Inc.

Broyhill Family Foundation

GlaxoSmithKline

C.M. Herndon Foundation

Harris Teeter

Jetcraft

Merck & Co., Inc.

MetaMetrics Inc.

McKinney

Pfizer Inc.

Quintiles Transnational Corp.

SunTrust / CCB Foundation Inc.

Target

Faculty and Staff Donors

Nancy Arellano

Marjorie Baldwin

Kristin Bell

Mary Bell

Karen Biggs

Carlie Bowman

Bryan Brander

Justin Carlson

Mary Jo Carson

Margo Chalifour

Bonnie Cheek

Susan Duncan

Betsy Emerson

Lyn Fair

Craig Frazier

Lori Gilbert

Marcia Haney

Glynis Hill-Chandler

Pam Hoggard

Alice Holt

Sara Gray Horne

Sandy Iannazzone

Sara Keyser

Kathy Klein

Lisa Labate

Jan Lamb

Sherri Laupert

Janice Long

Mary Beth Markham

Molly Maskel

Shary Maskel

Tim McKenna

Margaret Miller

Felisa Morgan

Suzanne Morris

Jean Neville

Meg Nyborg

Kim O’Neil

Michelle Orvis

Charlotte Parks

Antoinette Qutami

Millie Tanner Rayburn

Louise Rollins

Susan Roth

Shauna Saunders

Anita Shore

Michele Sparrow

Wendy Speir

Jennifer Thompson

Gaye Thompson

Joyce Walworth

Margarette Works

Annual  Fund    Honor Roll Cont inued
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The Hill Center’s inaugural 

auction benefit was a 

tremendous success. Some 

140 guests raised $70,153 for 

the Annual Fund at The Sky’s 

the Limit Auction on October 

25, 2007 — a fabulous evening 

hosted by Trustee Charles 

“Bucky” Oliver II and his wife 

Wendi. More than 100 individual 

and business friends donated 

live and silent auction items. 

Giorgios Bataksias catered the 

event at the General Aviation 

Terminal at Raleigh/Durham 

International Airport. The auction 

raised awareness and significant 

financial support for the model 

school and its programs.

Auction Committee

Wendi Oliver, Chair

Mary Carey

Amy Edge

Wendy Gressett

Barbara Hardell

Amy Russell

Kimberly Zirkle

Donors

Anonymous

A Southern Season

Jane and Rick Adams

Adventure Landing

Angel Nails

Aveda Institure Salon and Spa

Giorgios Bataksias

Bath Junkie

Baum Diamonds

Bear Rock Café

Bella Trio Day Spa

Benjamin Vineyards and Winery

Best Buy

Rita and Eric Bigham

Birkenstock

Black Mountain Gallery

The Blackley Family

William Branson III Portraiture

Broyhill Family Foundation

Gary and Kathy Caldwell

Cameron’s

Capital Style Luxury 		

	 Transportation

Dale and Mary Carey

Carolina Inn

Carolina Hurricanes Hockey Club

Carolina Panthers

Chamas Brazilian Steakhouse

Art Chansky

Chapel Hill Restaurant Group

Chapel Hill Country Club Tennis 	

	 Shop

Chapel Hill Country Club

Chick-fil-A, University Mall

Coldwater Creek

Anne Dansby, Womancraft

Pete D’Arruda

Destenee Salon and Spa

Dick’s Sporting Goods

Wendy and Jacques Dufour

Durham Bulls Baseball Club Inc.

Monty and Amy Edge

Betsy Emerson

Empower Personal Training

W. John Evans, Jr.

Nancy Farmer and Everette 		

	 James

Financial Directions Group

Firebirds Wood Fired Grill

Frankie’s Fun Park

Franklin Street Hotel

French Connections

Gary Caldwell Metal Sculpture

Mike Giarla and Ellen Michelson

Mark Gill

Giorgios Hospitality Group

GlaxoSmithKline

Golf Galaxy

Wendy and Randy Gressett

Grimball Jewelers

Jim and Pam Heavner

Hold Your Own

Honey Baked Ham Company

Hope Valley Country Club

Howard House Victorian Bed & 	

	 Breakfast

Jamestone Art Glass

Jetcraft Corporation

Jimmy V’s Steakhouse & Tavern

Just Cutting Up

KBS Design, Inc.

Knight’s Play Golf Center

Ladies Fitness & Wellness

Jan Lamb

Lisa Lambert

Lineberry and Company

Magnolia Grill

Chris and Nancy Bres Martin

Sally Maslansky

McKinney

Mary Moore McLean 		

	 Photography

Merle Brown Cosmetics

MetaMetrics

Michael’s in Manhattan

Minata

Modern Times

Molly Maid of Chapel Hill

Moondance Gallery

Nana’s Restaurant

Nasher Museum of Art

NC Museum of Life and Science

Northgate Associates

Meg Nyborg

Bucky and Wendi Oliver

Karen Padilla

Piper Lundsford, Piper’s in the 	

	 Park

Nancy Plevy

Preston Development Company

Purple Puddle

Julian “Bubba” Rawl

Lance Richardson Photography

Dr. David Riddle

Rockfish Grill

Rose Nails

Ross & Co. Jewelry

Michael and Amy Russell

Saladelia Café

Julian Sellars

Sheer Bliss Day Spa

Brennetta Simpson

Norma Southard

Robert and Lorie Spivey

Paul Steinke

Jack and Jennifer Stenner

Jennifer Strickland

Kathy Strickland

The Carolina Inn

The Children’s Store

The Hill Center Tutoring 		

	 Connection

Byron and Mary Thomas

Top of the Hill Restaurant and 	

	 Brewery

Karen Trehy

Linda Tutorte Interiors

University Club, Durham

Harold Vann Russell

Karen Velasquez

Waldenbooks

Washington Duke Inn and Golf 	

	 Club

WCHL 1360

WearEver

Robert and Anna Ho Whalen

Whole Foods Market

Witherspoon Rose Culture

Laura Whayne, Z Designs

Kimberly and Franklin Zirkle

Ted Zoller, Outdoor Bird 		

	 Company

Auct ion      The Sky’s the Limit Donors
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Support for Outreach  

Programs

Goal: $4,000,000

Through June 30: $3,354,659

Outreach Solutions

Anonymous

Dr. Marcia Angle and Mr. Mark 	

	 Trustin

Front Street Village Investors

Mebane Charitable Foundation, 	

	 Inc.

NC GlaxoSmithKline Foundation

The Oliver Family

Drs. Marion and Mary Phillips

The Zeist Foundation

Research Solutions

Front Street Village Investors

Mebane Charitable Foundation, 	

	 Inc.

NC GlaxoSmithKline Foundation

Master-Mentor Program 

Endowment

Oak Foundation

Support for Endowed  

Scholarships

Goal: $2,000,000

Through June 30: $1,515,695

Teacher Scholarship Solutions

Bank of America Foundation

BB&T Charitable Foundation

Broyhill Family Foundation

Duke Energy Foundation

Durham Merchants Association 	

	 Charitable Foundation

Fox Family Foundation, Inc.

Front Street Village Investors

NC GlaxoSmithKline Foundation

State Farm Foundation

Strowd Roses Charitable 		

	 Foundation

Wachovia Foundation

The Zeist Foundation

Financial Aid Solutions  

Endowment

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Goldberg

Mr. and Mrs. Dana Graves

Mary Duke Biddle Foundation

Oak Foundation

Drs. Marion and Mary Phillips

Dr. and Mrs. Michael Yarborough

Support for General  

Operations Endowment

Goal: $2,000,000

Through June 30: $1,000,000

Anne Gibson Hill

Support for Facilities 

and Technology

Goal: $3,500,000

Through June 30: $1,536,180

Building Solutions

Anonymous

Mr. and Mrs. Dale Carey

F.M. Kirby Foundation, Inc.

Ms. Charlotte Grove

Technology Solutions

Mrs. Anne Gibson Hill

Unrestricted Campaign  

Support

Through June 30: $1,002,813

Anonymous

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Atwater, Sr.

The Hill Center made significant progress this year toward achieving 

the $12 million Sharing the Solution campaign goal to strengthen its 

model school, expand and enhance outreach programs, provide new 

facilities and technology for students and teachers, and assure its 

future success.

During 2007-08, parents, grandparents, friends, foundations, and  

corporations contributed a total of $5,684,279 to the Sharing the  

Solution campaign. These gifts brought the capital campaign to 

$8,409,347 through June 30.

At the school’s 30th anniversary celebration last October, students, 

alumni, parents, and other friends recognized The Hill Center’s life-

changing impact on struggling learners. A successful campaign will 

assure that students receive intensive individualized instruction based 

on current research and that the Hill methodology is made available to 

other struggling students and those who seek to help them become 

confident, independent learners.

We acknowledge the donors who are helping to sustain and grow The 

Hill Center through the Sharing the Solution campaign and thank you 

on behalf of the students who are served, not only at The Hill Center 

but among all of our program sites. 

Mr. and Mrs. W. Barker French

Mr. and Mrs. William Branson III

Mr. and Mrs. Brad Brinegar

John and Barbara Chapman

Maricela and Charles 		

	 Cooperberg

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Costello

Duke University Health System

Mr. and Mrs. Randall Gressett

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Hazen

Mr. and Mrs. James Heavner

Mrs. Anne Gibson Hill

Drs. Laurence and Sharon Maskel

Ms. Allison Haltom and Dr. David 	

	 R. McClay

Mr. and Mrs. James McLean

MetaMetrics Inc.

NC GlaxoSmithKline Foundation

The Oliver Family

Towering Pines Foundation

Ms. Marleah Rogers

Mr. and Mrs. James Rouse Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. William Shore

Dr. Andrew Short and Dr. Andrea 	

	 Vizoso

Dr. and Mrs. Malbert Smith III

Mr. W. Barry Smith

Dr. and Mrs. Donald Stedman

Dr. Alfred Stenner IV and Mrs. 	

	 Jennifer Guyer-Stenner

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Whalen II

Campaign     Sharing the Solution Campaign Overview

Sharing the Solution Campaign Donors

Goal: $12,000,000; Through June 30: $8,409,347
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Donat ions     Appreciation Lunch Donors

Escuela Americana’s Trojan Learn-
ing Center (TLC), an independent, 
international school in San Salvador, 
El Salvador this summer became the 
fourth replication center to adopt The 
Hill Center’s half-day model.

The relationship began in 1998 when 
El Salvador teachers met Hill Center 
staff members at a National Associa-
tion of Independent Schools confer-
ence. Shortly afterward, Hill staff were 
invited to El Salvador to train teachers 
to work with students with learning 
differences. Since then, TLC has grown 
to 118 students. When Escuela Ameri-
cana administrators learned about the 
first international replication site in 
Geneva, Switzerland and the signifi-
cant student achievements there, they 
sought to provide the same opportu-
nities for their students.

San Salvador School Is Fourth Hill Center Replication Site

This past May, Hill Center Director 
Dr. Shary Maskel visited El Salvador 
to observe teachers and meet with 
administrators and board members. 
TLC Director Carol Johansing attend-
ed the Hill replication conference in 
Durham in July, and two Hill Center 
trainers presented teacher training 
workshops in San Salvador in August.

Ms. Johansing said she is excited 
about providing the professional 
development that is needed to take 
her program to the next level. “The 
Hill Center is going to help us become 
an even higher-quality program that 
will be recognized as one of the bet-
ter special needs programs in Latin 
America,” she said. “In addition to 
training TLC teachers, The Hill Cen-
ter will help our Escuela Americana 
general educators understand learn-

ing differences and how to provide 
accommodations.”

“We are thrilled to be helping strug-
gling students in Central America learn 
how to be successful and look forward 
to a growing partnership with the Trojan 
Learning Center,” Dr. Maskel said.

Thank you to the following parents for making 
possible a wonderful appreciation lunch for 
Hill Center faculty and staff on May 2.

Committee Members
Pam Milano, Chair
Lisa Jeffs, Past Chair
Bizz Andersen
Jill Cunningham
Joanne Kesler
Karen Roberts

Mr. and Mrs. William Barnett
Mr. and Mrs. John Blake
Mr. and Mrs. Dion Blanchard
Mr. and Mrs. Fredric Bobroff
Dr. and Mrs. Samuel Bone
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Bowen
Mr. and Mrs. John Bowman
Mr. and Mrs. Brad Brinegar
Mr. John Bryson  and Dr. Patricia Clark
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Burke
Mr. and Mrs. Dale Carey
Ms. Lenore Champion

Dr. and Mrs. John Christensen
Mr. and Mrs. David Crabtree
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Cranfill
Mr. and Mrs. David Criswell
Mr. and Mrs. James Cunningham
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Curtis
Mr. and Mrs. Rene De La Varre
Mr. and Mrs. J. Robert Dieter
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Eckstein
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Engbrocks
Ms. Hilary Honig Ensminger
Mrs. Darrienne Gant
Peter Gilligan, Ph.D. and M. Lynn Smiley, M.D.
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Goldstein
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Guild
Mr. and Mrs. Danny Gurley
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Guy, Jr.
Mr. James Harrison and Dr. Lisa Gangarosa
Mr. David Hinds
Dr. and Mrs. Burkett Huey
Mr. and Mrs. Kurt Insko
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Irwin
Ms. Denise Jaggers
Dr. and Mrs. Roger Jeffs

Mr. and Mrs. Russell Kesler
Dr. Jonathan Klein and Dr. Bonnie Rogers
Ms. Lisa Lambert
Mr. and Mrs. James Lamont
Mr. and Mrs. Lex Larson
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Leslie III
David Margolis, M.D. and Ms. JoAnna Barnes
Mr. and Mrs. John Messick
Dr. and Mrs. Carmelo Milano
Ms. Ntianu Nkenge
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Orlowski
Mr. and Mrs. Kent Phelps
Mr. Martin Presler-Marshall and Dr. Biz 		
	 Presler-Marshall
Mr. Greg Preston and Ms. JoAnn Giannone
Dr. Claudia Prose
Ms. Helen Redding
Mr. and Mrs. Len Roberts
Dr. and Mrs. Don Rose
Dr. Karl Suiter and Ms. Jennifer Buzun
Mr. and Mrs. Byron Thomas, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. James Walker
Mr. and Mrs. Ken Weaver
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Whalen II
Dr. and Mrs. John Wiener
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Carteret County Partnership Expands

Impressed with improved end-of-
grade scores and overall growth of 
students in Peg Midyette’s Exceptional 
Children Resource classroom, More-
head City Primary School principal 
Renee Newman asked what made the 
difference. Ms. Midyette’s response: 
The Hill Center methodology.

Having taught at the model school 
in Durham for years before moving 
to Beaufort, Ms. Midyette became a 
master teacher in Hill methodology and 
used it in her Morehead classroom. Ms. 
Newman wanted other Carteret County 
school teachers working with struggling 
students to experience similar results 
and approached The Hill Center.

Hill Center board member Bucky Oliver 
and his wife Wendi, part-time residents 
of Carteret County, facilitated the 
initial partnership. School principals 
and central office staff came to The Hill 
Center, where they observed classroom 
instruction and discussed ways to help 
students. In 2006, 19 elementary school 
reading and Exceptional Children 
teachers implemented the Hill Reading 
Achievement Program (HillRAP) meth-
odology in Carteret County.

Because the academic gains have been 
so impressive, investors in Front Street 
Village announced this spring they are 
funding a new, four-year partnership 
to implement HillRAP system-wide in 
Carteret County. The grant will help 
certify 40 teachers in the methodol-
ogy, provide scholarships for general 
educators to take online courses, allow 
300 students to participate in HillRAP, 
offer meetings with parents to share 
information about working with strug-
gling readers, and permit administrators 
to attend a leadership institute to learn 
more about multi-sensory structured 
language instructional approaches.

“We are thrilled that our teachers and 
students have the opportunity to par-
ticipate in this program. It will revital-
ize professional development for our 
teachers and make learning possible 
for students who have been frustrated 
in school,” said Brad Sneeden, Super-
intendent of Carteret County Schools.
Participating students know they are 

making progress. A Newport Elemen-
tary fourth-grader said, “I think The 
Hill Center is GREAT! It helps students 
learn how to say the words and how 
to spell out the words. I like it a lot 
because my friend couldn’t read when 
he got to fourth grade and now a few 
months later, he’s doing great. It’s like 
magic.”

This excerpt from a letter to Hill Center Board member Bucky Oliver and his 
wife Wendi from Jeanne Huntley, a Carteret County administrator and former 
teacher articulates achievements students make with the school’s unique 
methodology.

I have tremendous gratitude for all of the “players” in the Carteret-Hill Center 
Partnership. We have continually witnessed the gaps of special needs children 
widen as there are so many more environmental and familial conditions today 
which can exacerbate learning difficulties.  

It is not OK for students to remain trapped in their own illiterate world. Our 
schools are not about one “best strategy or practice,” rather we use multiple 
means to tap into the best for each student. The Hill Center training has 
opened doors to countless students who may have faced a very gloomy future 
with very minimal skills.
 
There is no shortage of causes that you could invest your time and resources 
in, but I cannot believe there could be any greater one than the gift of 
literacy…for with this we develop great scientists, statisticians, teachers, 
business leaders, physicians, citizens and, best of all, stronger families. 
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Outreach    Sharing Our Success Through Partnerships

New and Ongoing Outreach 
Partnerships for 2007-2008:

Partnerships with corporations and 
foundations enable The Hill Center’s 
transforming methodology to reach 
struggling students on a broad scale.

Bank of America—A $6,000 grant to 
fund scholarships for public school 
teachers serving low income students 
in the Triangle area to attend best 
practices professional development 
workshops at The Hill Center this year.  

Broyhill Family Foundation—A five-
year grant to fund professional devel-
opment training for public and private 
school teachers at Hill.

Duke University Health System Com-
munity Affairs Charitable Giving—A 
2007-2008 partnership to conduct a 
community speaker series to share 
combined expertise in research and 
intervention related to psychopharma-
cology and education. 

Durham Merchants Association 
Charitable Foundation—An $8,000 
grant to provide professional develop-
ment for Durham K-12 public school 
teachers from schools that did not 
meet Annual Yearly Progress goals 
under No Child Left Behind federal 
legislation.

Fox Family Foundation—A $150,000, 
five-year grant to provide professional 
development scholarships for K-12 
public and private school teachers.

Front Street Village, Inc.—A large, 
multi-year project grant to support 
implementation and evaluation of the 
Hill Reading Achievement Program 
(HillRAP) in public schools in Carteret 
County, North Carolina.

The F. M. Kirby Foundation—A 
generous $1,500,000 grant to partially 
fund the construction of the new Kirby-
Horton Teacher Training Center on 
The Hill Center campus.

Mebane Charitable Foundation—
The Mebane-Hill Early Literacy Project 
(HELP)—Final year implementation 
of a multi-year, early literacy-focused 
grant project serving preschool 
children and K-3 students in Davie 
County, North Carolina, with indepen-
dent evaluation by RTI International. 

The Mebane Middle School HillRAP 
II Project—First year implementa-
tion of a four year, $1,000,000 grant 
to develop and implement a Middle 
School Reading Achievement Program 
for public school students in grades 
6-8.

NC GlaxoSmithKline Foundation—A 
new, multi-year, $1,000,000 grant to 
extend the Hill Reading Achievement 
Program (HillRAP) to more elementary 
and middle school students in the 
Durham Public Schools, with an addi-
tional written language remediation 
component.

A grant of $250,000 was also made to 
The Hill Center’s Student Financial Aid 
Endowment, which will increase access 
for struggling learners to the model 
school program.

State Farm Good Neighbor Citizen-
ship Grant—A $2,500 grant to provide 
professional development for K-12 
public school teachers.

Zeist Foundation—A $100,000 grant 
to support teacher scholarships for 
North Carolina and Georgia teachers 
and Hill Outreach curriculum develop-
ment and evaluation.
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Endowment     Assuring the Future

Founder George Watts Hill created the first 

endowment fund to provide ongoing annual 

support for The Hill Center, and we are 

grateful to 2007-08 endowment donors for 

their contributions to the school’s long-term 

fiscal health.

 

Anonymous Fund, est. 2002 in support of 

scholarships for students of color

Anonymous

The Buck Family Scholarship Fund, est. 

2002 in honor of Rebecca and Jonathan Buck

Raymond and Janice Buck

GlaxoSmithKline (matching gift)

Peyton Brooks Strickland Memorial  

Scholarship Fund, est. 2007

Mr. and Mrs. George Arky

Ms. Sue Duncan

Ms. Kim Duval

Mr. and Mrs. Jay Ferguson

Ms. Sara Gray Horne

Ms. Jan Lamb

Dr. Scott Levin

Mr. and Mrs. John Moore

Ms. Charlotte Parks

Drs. Marion and Mary Phillips

Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Rigsby IV

Ms. Michele Sparrow

Mrs. Jennifer Thompson

Timothy N. Whiting Student Scholarship 

Fund, est. 2000

Bonnie Cheek

Melody and Arthur Clark

Craig Frazier

Jan Lamb

Kirby-Horton Faculty Development Fund, 	

	 est. 2003 

Adcock Family, in honor of all Hill Center 	

	 students

Phillips & Huskins Fund, in honor of Lee’s 	

	 family

W. Hutchins and Katherine M. Johnson Family 

	  Fund

The Sam Maslansky Fund, in honor of Paul  

	 and Sally Maslansky’s son

Peters Family fund

Russell Family Fund

The Helen Croom Yongue/Martin Crosby  

	 Yongue Endowment Fund

Lucy T. Davis Professional Development 

Fund, est. 2001 in support of public school 

teachers attending Hill Center workshops.

Ms. Glynis Hill-Chandler

Drs. Laurence and Sharon Maskel

Ms. Jean Neville

Mr. and Mrs. Lee Scott

Mr. and Mrs. James Speir

Margie Baldwin, a lower school Hill Center teacher for 13 years, was 
honored with the 2008 Excellence in Teaching Award. The award recognizes 
Ms. Baldwin’s passion for helping younger students achieve success and her 
expertise as a curriculum innovator.

She has received grants to create widely published hands-on activities such 
as board copying and dictation, finding the main idea, and expository text 
structure. She was one of the first lower school teachers to organize step-by-
step instructions for note-taking and compilation of ideas for research papers. 
This past year she led a new curriculum project creating riddle books and 
sharing them with other classes.

The Excellence in Teaching Award was established in 2000 by the late George 
and Julia Brumley, Durham Academy parents and past Hill Center Board 
member.

Lower school teacher Margie Baldwin works with her class.

Lower School Innovator Earns Excellence In Teaching Award
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Matthew Beason, Class of 1995, is the 
2008 recipient of The Road Less Trav-
eled Award. This award, presented on 
May 15, honors a Hill alumnus/a whose 
accomplishments are a result of the 
challenges he or she has overcome. 

Mr. Beason studied 10th- and 11th-
grade English and writing at The Hill 
Center. He graduated from Jordan 
High School in 1995 and from Kenyon 
College in 1999 with a degree in 
philosophy. Graduation meant that 
he had to determine a road, and his 
temporary choice to wait tables turned 
into a career path.

He has been a manager and/or co-
owner of such Durham favorites as 
Nana’s, Pop’s, and Rue Cler, where he 
has offered guests a warm welcome, 
delicious food, and, when conversa-
tion would allow, high praise for The 
Hill Center. Mr. Beason now is co-own-
er of Six Plates, a wine bar in Durham. 
He and his wife Grace have a dog, J.P.

The title of the annual award is from 
Robert Frost’s famous poem. The spirit 
of the poem reflects on the challenges 
Hill students and alumni face because 
of their learning differences.

Matthew Beason ’95 receives The Road Less 

Traveled Award from upper school writing 

teacher Kathy Klein in ceremonies at The Hill 

Center in May.

Matthew Beason ’95 Wins Road Less Traveled Award


